Who is this Keith Smith character?  I’m not all that sure because I don’t know him personally.  I’ve met him at Developer Meetings and I see him post on the forum.  I choose to read his forum posts because I have that option.  I could choose not to read them, but I do in case he raises a point or asks a question where I could be helpful by providing a response.  But I digress.
What I do know about Keith Smith is that he came out of the Qantel world in the same way as 99% of all the Comet developers did.  That’s where I came from, programming QICBasic/CED/IB since 1976.  Not only was Keith a Q-guy, but he was highly successful at it.  So I imagine he’s got a large base of ex-Qantel installations that have been ported over to Comet as well as a number of native-Comet users.  If he’s like us, he’s like the guy at the circus with the wobbly poles and the spinning plates:

· Support existing Comet IB installations with Internet Basic
· Try to convert existing apps to IB WinApps with the Windows tools

· Developing Web apps

· Stay on top of WinServer and Desktop OSes

· Linux & Mac workstations are in the mix too

· Email, antivirus, malware and Anti-SPAM issues abound

· Do the marketing, trying to get new customers

· Keep your own books, file State, Local & Federal forms

· Have a life

On top of that I’d maybe there’s outside stuff going on too – kids are going off to college, parents are dying, maybe a divorce is thrown in.  What’s the point?  It’s not easy staying on top of everything just like it’s not easy to keep the plates spinning on the wobbly poles.  So Keith is a little bit behind on Email & wireless.  It’s my opinion the he’s earned the right to post to this forum.  That opinion is based on this fact:  Every Q system Keith and the rest of us put in made money for Qantel and that, in turn, payed Jim & Gina Guerber’s salaries.  Jim & Gina, as we all know, eventually left Qantel and started up Signature Systems to bring all that valuable Qcode over into the PC Network world where it still runs today. 
So yes, Keith has the right to post to the forum.  You can choose to disregard his posts if you like, it’s your option.  If you do want to read his posts the following may be of assistance:
He speaks in stream of consciousness

He casts punctuation, spelling and grammar to the wind ( Makes ee cummings a walk in the park… )

He rants on topics Comet & non, like healthcare

What he doesn’t need is some churlish, condescending response from a first-time forum-poster who’s trying to stoke his own ego by putting somebody else down.  If you have something positive to add, such as a good book on the subject or an online tutorial he could use, terrific.  Otherwise, as they say in French, ferme ta gueule!
