
XFR 
An ENTER program that  t ransfers files to and from Windows 

 
 The problem of t ransfer r ing files from Comet  to and from DOS and 
Windows applica t ions is an  old one indeed. Those who a re old enough will 
remember  figh t ing this issue with  QTERM, QICTRAN, and LOS ENDOS.  
 

Consider : 
 

 Win dow s  Com e t 
File  n am e s  Accept s rea lly long file names. 

F ile names can  be a t  long as 250 
plus characters. 

Maximum of 8 characters. OK 
12 if you  count  extensions. And 
Yadayada .txt  is a  differen t  file 
from Yadayada .  

File  
e xte n s ion s  

Loves file extensions. They a re 
like t it les to roya lty. The define 
who crea ted a  file and wha t ’s in  
it . 

Could not  ca re less about  
extensions except  a s they 
differen t ia te file names. J ust  
don’t  crea te a  file with  a  .OBJ  
or  a  .I00 extension! 

QDIRs Knows noth ing about  QDIR.DIR 
files except  tha t  they a re an  
en t ry in  some director ies. 

Lives by the QDIR. If a  file is 
not  in  the QDIR then  the file 
might  a s well not  exist  a t  a ll. 
Sor ta  like being in  the socia l 
register . 

Re cords  Variable in  length  termina ted 
by Carr iage Returns / Line 
Feed. 

F ixed length  with  no record 
delimiter .  

Fie lds  Variable length  termina ted by a  
va r iety of field delimiters 
including commas, semi-colons, 
t abs, nu lls, pipes. Whew! 

F ixed length  as defined in  the 
record format  and/or  in  the 
da ta  dict ionary. 

Sign s  Leading minus. Tra iling minus. 
Date s  Who knows?  A grea t  va r iety of formats a re 

used. 

 
For tuna tely for  the Comet  programmer , both  opera t ing systems use the 

ASCII scheme for  encoding da ta . UNICODE is coming soon and EBCDIC is 
h istory. 
 
 Signa ture added the “ACCESS a  non-Comet  directory” fea ture to Comet  a  
while back as one tool tha t  the In ternet  Basic programmer  could use to get  a t  
Windows da ta  files. It  works quite n icely though it  does pepper  your  system with  



QDIRs tha t  never  go away. And, we lea rned recent ly, it  can  be very bad news 
indeed if you  inadver ten t ly issue one of these “non-Comet  ACCESS” sta tements 
against  an  exist ing, configured Comet  directory.  
 
 In  la te 2000 Signa ture added the specia l CREATE sta tement  tha t  act s a s 
an  ADD2QDIR command. When you issue a  CREATE on a  text file which  exist s 
bu t  is not  in  the QDIR, the CREATE will take the except ion  branch , bu t  a  QDIR 
ent ry will be crea ted and the file can  then  be opened. Another  tool to dea l with 
non-Comet  files. 
 
 In  addit ion , some folks were made pr ivy to an  undocumented Comet  tool 
tha t  took a  long Windows file name and returned it s 8 byte DOS equivalen t . 
This DOS command makes it  possible to add any Windows text  file to the Comet  
QDIR. 
 

 
DOSFILE$ = STRIP(PCNAME$) + "@00@" 
TLEN$ = "@3E000000@" 
AX$ = "@FFF2@" 
DOSMS (AX$, PCNAME$, TLEN$, DOSFILE$) EXCP=PROCFILE 
 

 
 
 

Wh at is  XFR? 
XFR is yet  another  tool for  dea ling with the problem of get t ing files in  and 

out  of Comet . XFR is a  genera l purpose file t ransfer  u t ility.  
 
XFR is a  Comet  Enter  program tha t  copies files.  It  is in tended to be used 

to copy files between Comet  director ies and non-Comet  director ies. It  requires 
th ree a rguments: 

1) A one byte command tha t  specifies whether  the new file is to over-write 
an  exist ing file in  the ta rget  directory with  the same name, or  should be 
appended to the end of such  a  file. The choices a re C for  copy or  A for  append. 

2) The fu ll pa thname of the source file in  a  fixed length  125 byte st r ing. 
3) The fu ll pa thname of the ta rget  file a lso in  a  fixed length  125 byte 

st r ing. 
 
It  is very impor tan t  to understand tha t  the da ta  passed to XFR must  be in  

standard Comet  fixed length  field format . Here is wha t  the code would look like: 
 

Length 1 & Local Command$ 
Length 125 & Local SourceFile$ TargetFile$ 
 



ToSystemBuffer: Format_ 
 Command$;_ 
 SourceFile$;_ 
 TargetFile$ 
 
Command$ = “C” 
SourceFile$ = “F:\directory\filename.ext” 
TagetFile$ =  “F:\otherdirectory\filename.ext” 
 
Write (#,ToSystemBuffer) 
Enter “XFR” 
 
Included with  XFR is another  ENTER program, EXISTS. EXISTS can  be used to 
determine if a  file exist s in  Windows. You put  the fu ll pa th  name of the file in  
the system buffer  and ENTER “EXISTS” 
 
If the file does exist  the EXISTS program will return  the word EXISTS in  the 
system buffer . If the file does not  exist , the program will return  the complete 
DOS error  message returned by Comet . 
 
If it  is impor tan t  to your  applica t ion  tha t  only new da ta  be passed to an  outside 
applica t ion , you  can  use the EXISTS tool to determine if you  can  use Copy or  
Append with  XFR. 
 

##### 
 
 


